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Adams Arms Operations Manual
PLEASE READ THE INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS IN THIS MANUAL WITH EXTREME
ATTENTION BEFORE USING THIS FIREARM
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STATE WARNINGS
Certain states have laws that their own specified warning notices, in larger-than-normal type, be conspicuously
included by the manufacturer, distributor, or retail dealer with firearms to be sold in that state. Adams Arms sells
its products in compliance with applicable laws and regulations. Because our products may be sold in these states,
we must include it:
CALIFORNIA: WARNING “Children are attracted to and can operate firearms that can cause severe injuries or
death. Prevent child access by always keeping guns locked away and unloaded when not in use. If you keep a
loaded firearm where a child obtains and improperly uses it, you may be fined or sent to prison.”
CONNECTICUT: “UNLAWFUL STORAGE OF A LOADED FIREARM MAY RESULT IN IMPRISONMENT OR FINE.”
FLORIDA: “IT IS UNLAWFUL, AND PUNISHABLE BY IMPRISONMENT AND FINE, FOR ANY ADULT TO STORE OR LEAVE
A FIREARM IN ANY PLACE WITHIN THE REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A MINOR UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE OR TO
KNOWINGLY SELL OR OTHERWISE TRANSFER OWNERSHIP OR POSSESSION OF A FIREARM TO A MINOR OR A
PERSON OF UNSOUND MIND.”
MAINE: “ENDANGERING THE WELFARE OF A CHILD IS A CRIME. IF YOU LEAVE A FIREARM AND AMMUNITION
WITHIN EASY ACCESS OF A CHILD, YOU MAY BE SUBJECT TO FINE, IMPRISONMENT OR BOTH. KEEP FIREARMS
AND AMMUNITION SEPARATE. KEEP FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION LOCKED UP. USE TRIGGER LOCKS.”
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MARYLAND: “WARNING: Children can operate firearms which may cause death or serious injury. It is a crime to
store or leave a loaded firearm in any location where an individual knew or should have known that an
unsupervised minor would gain access to the firearm. Store your firearm responsibly!”
MASSACHUSETTS: “WARNING FROM THE MASSACHUSETTS ATTORNEY GENERAL: This handgun is not equipped with
a device that fully blocks use by unauthorized users. More than 200,000 firearms like this one are stolen from
their owners every year in the United States. In addition, there are more than a thousand suicides each year by
younger children and teenagers who get access to firearms. Hundreds more die from accidental discharge. It is
likely that many more children sustain serious wounds, or inflict such wounds accidentally on others. In order to
limit the chance of such misuse, it is imperative that you keep this weapon locked in a secure place and take
other steps necessary to limit the possibility of theft or accident. Failure to take reasonable preventative steps
may result in innocent lives being lost, and in some circumstances may result in your liability for these deaths.”
“IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR KEEP A FIREARM, RIFLE, SHOTGUN OR MACHINE GUN IN ANY PLACE UNLESS THAT
WEAPON IS EQUIPPED WITH A TAMPER RESISTANT SAFETY DEVICE OR IS STORED OR KEPT IN A SECURELY LOCKED
CONTAINER.”
NEW JERSEY: “IT IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE TO LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM WITHIN EASY ACCESS OF A MINOR.”
NEW YORK CITY, NY: “THE USE OF A LOCKING DEVICE OR SAFETY LOCK IS ONLY ONE ASPECT OF RESPONSIBLE
FIREARMS STORAGE. FOR INCREASED SAFETY, FIREARMS SHOULD BE STORED UNLOADED AND LOCKED IN A LOCATION
THAT IS BOTH SEPARATE FROM THEIR AMMUNITION AND INACCESSIBLE TO CHILDREN AND OTHER UNAUTHORIZED
PERSONS.”
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NORTH CAROLINA: Any person who resides in the same premises as a minor, owns or possesses a firearm, and
stores or leaves the firearm (i) in a condition that the firearm can be discharged and (ii) in a manner that the
person knew or should have known that an unsupervised minor would be able to gain access to the firearm, is
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor if a minor gains access to the firearm without the lawful permission of the
minor’s parents or a person having charge of the minor and the minor: (1) Possesses it in violation of G.S. 14269.2(b) (2) Exhibits it in a public place in a careless, angry, or threatening manner; (3) Causes personal injury or
death with it not in self defense; or (4) Uses it in the commission of a crime.
TEXAS: “IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE, TRANSPORT, OR ABANDON AN UNSECURED FIREARM IN A PLACE WHERE
CHILDREN ARE LIKELY TO BE AND CAN OBTAIN ACCESS TO THE FIREARM.”
WISCONSIN: “IF YOU LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM WITHIN THE REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A CHILD YOU MAY BE FINED
OR IMPRISONED OR BOTH IF THE CHILD IMPROPERLY DISCHARGES, POSSESSES, OR EXHIBITS THE FIREARM.”

Please contact your licensed retailer, state police, or local police for, any and all, additional
warnings, which may be required by local law or regulation.
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THE BASIC RULES OF SAFE FIREARMS HANDLING
1. Treat every firearm as if it were loaded.
2. Do NOT point this or any firearm, loaded or unloaded, at any undesired target.
3. Always be sure of what lies behind and beyond your target and verify the safety of
bystanders, before shooting.
4. Check to be sure that the barrel is clear of obstructions.
5. Always use dry factory-made ammunition of the proper type and caliber for your
rifle.
6. Ear and eye protection should always be worn when shooting.
7. Never shoot at a flat surface or water.
8. Firearms and ammunition should be stored separately, and locked if possible,
beyond the reach of children and unauthorized users.
9. NEVER drink alcoholic beverages or take drugs before or during shooting.
10.NEVER fire your rifle near an animal unless it is trained to be around shooting; the
sound may startle or injure the animal.

ADAMS ARMS

OPERATIONS MANUAL
WARNING

Before starting an inspection, be sure to clear the weapon.
Do NOT squeeze the trigger until the weapon has been cleared.
Inspect the chamber to ensure that it is empty and no ammunition is in position to be chambered.
Do not keep live ammunition near work area.
To be considered SAFE before disassembly, cleaning, inspecting, transporting, or storage; the weapon must be
cleared.
If the weapon is dropped with a loaded magazine in place, even with the bolt carrier group locked to the rear, it
could chamber a round.

CAUTIONS

DON’T OVERHEAT A BARREL. Sustained firing of the weapon will rapidly raise the temperature of the barrel to a
critical point.
Sustained rate of fire for the weapon is 12-15 rounds per minute. This is the actual rate of fire that a weapon can
continue to deliver for an indefinite length of time without serious overheating.
Sustained rate of fire should never be exceeded except under circumstances of extreme urgency.
Do NOT fire if water is present in barrel.
Be sure the cam pin is installed in the bolt group. If it isn’t, your weapon can still fire and will explode.
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Alterations

This product was designed to function properly in its original condition. Alterations can make it
unsafe. Do not alter any part or add or substitute any parts or accessories not manufactured by
ADAMS ARMS LLC.

Eye and Ear Protection

Always wear safety glasses and ear plugs or “earmuff” type protectors whenever you are shooting.
Always make certain that persons close to you are similarly protected. Unprotected eyes may be
injured by powder, gas, carbon residue, lubricant, metallic particles, or similar debris which may
emanate occasionally from any firearm in normal use. Without ear protection, repeated exposure to
shooting noise may lead to cumulative, permanent hearing loss.
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Ammunition

Warning - IMPROPER AMMUNITION CAN DESTROY FIREARMS
Death, serious injury, and damage can result from the use of wrong ammunition, bore obstructions, powder
overloads, or incorrect cartridge components. Always wear shooting glasses and hearing protectors.
ADAMS ARMS LLC SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIMS RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY DAMAGE OR INJURY WHATSOEVER
OCCURRING IN CONNECTION WITH, OR AS A RESULT OF, THE USE IN ANY ADAMS ARMS FIREARM OF FAULTY, NONSTANDARD, “REMANUFACTURED” OR HAND LOADED AMMUNITION, OR CARTRIDGES OTHER THAN THOSE FOR WHICH
THE FIREARM WAS ORIGINALLY CHAMBERED.
Use only ammunition of the caliber for which your firearm is chambered. The proper caliber is permanently
engraved on your firearm; never attempt to use ammunition of any other caliber.
Please only use high quality, original, factory-manufactured ammunition. Do not use cartridges that are dirty,
wet, corroded, bent, or damaged. Do not oil cartridges. Do not spray aerosol-type lubricants, preservative, or
cleaners directly onto cartridges or where excess spray may flow into contact with cartridges. Lubricant or other
foreign matter on cartridges can cause potentially dangerous ammunition malfunctions.
The use of reloaded, remanufactured, hand-loaded, or other non-standard ammunition voids all warranties.
Shooting ammunition that is improperly loaded can be extremely dangerous. Severe damage and injury to the
firearm and to the shooter or others may result. Always use ammunition that complies with the industry
performance standards established by the Sporting Arms and Ammunition Manufacturers’ Institute, Inc. of the
United States (SAAMI) or ammunition manufactured to military specifications.
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CLEARING YOUR RIFLE
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Operation of the Manual Safety
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Performing a Functions Check

THE FUNCTION CHECK SHOULD ALWAYS BE DONE AFTER CLEANING AND ASSEMBLING THE RIFLE.
ALWAYS VISUALLY AND PHYSICALLY CLEAR THE FIREARM BEFORE HAND
1. Ensure the weapon is clear.
2. Insert an UNLOADED magazine into mag well.
3. Fully retract the charging handle until bolt locks to the rear, then press the charging handle forward to lock.
4. Rotate the fire control selector to SAFE.
5. Depress the magazine catch. The magazine should fall free.
6. Depress bolt catch. The bolt should go forward.
7. Press trigger to rear. Hammer should not fall.
8. Rotate the selector to SEMI.
9. Press trigger and hold to rear. The hammer should fall.
10. Fully retract charging handle, cocking the weapon.
11. Slowly release the trigger. You should hear an audible click.
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Piston System Gas Blocks

Standard Block

P Series Micro
Adjustable

P Series Micro
Non Adjustable
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Gas Settings – Standard Block

The 12 o'clock or “High” position opens the gas plug completely, allowing the firearm to use the total amount of gas pressure. With this
position, you may fire semi-automatic as the rifle was originally designed to. If the firearm is functioning correctly, you will be expelling
empty casings between the 2 and 4 O’clock position (roughly around the right shoulder) from the receiver consistently.
The 1 o’clock or “Low” setting is recommended for use with a sound suppressor. Because a suppressor adds length to the barrel, the amount
of backpressure from the round exiting the barrel is increased. This increase in pressure causes an increase in the rate of fire. By turning
the gas plug clockwise to the 1 o’clock position, the increased amount of backpressure will not enter into the piston chamber, allowing the
rifle to function at the rate of fire it was designed for. It is recommended to try this setting first with a suppressor. If it does not function,
revert back to the full high position
The last position is the 3 o’clock or “Off” position. This effectively stops the firearm from cycling it’s action. While the round in the chamber
will still fire, all of the gases are vented out of the front of the piston chamber and will require the shooter to manually work the rifle’s action
by pulling back the charging handle. Essentially this turns the rifle into a bolt-action rifle.
The 9 o’clock or “removal” position unlocks the gas plug from the gas block. This position will allow you to remove the gas plug and drive rod
for cleaning and maintenance. Once done, replace the gas plug and drive rod into the gas block at the 9 o’clock position. Depress the detent
button and rotate to the desired gas setting for firing.
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Gas Settings - P Series Micro Adjustable

With the Micro Adjustable Gas Block, you can choose from 5 positions. These positions will allow you to fine tune your rifle
with different ammo and/or your suppressor, if it is mounted. To completely remove the gas plug, turn to the 9 or 3 o’clock
position to unlock.
INSTALL/REMOVAL

100%

74%

53%

32%

11%

INSTALL/REMOVAL
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Loading/Unloading

Warning - Make sure the rifle is pointed in a safe direction and the safety is engaged at all times while loading the
rifle. Never allow your fingers or other objects to contact the trigger while loading or unloading the rifle. Do NOT
disengage the safety until you are ready to fire and have the rifle pointed safely downrange.
To Load a Magazine
•
•

Use only ammunition for which your firearm is chambered
With front of magazine forward, place a round between the lips of the magazine with the bullet forward.
Press the round down and push back to insure it is properly seated against the back of the magazine.
Place the next round on top of the last and repeat until desired number is loaded.

To Load The Rifle
•
•
•
•
•

Press in the bottom of the bolt catch while pulling back on charging handle, to cock the hammer and
leave the bolt and carrier open to the rear.
Return the charging handle fully forward until it locks and remove finger from bolt catch
Set selector to “SAFE” position.
With the bullets pointing forward, insert loaded magazine into magazine well and push it in until it stops
and is retained by magazine catch.
With the rifle pointed in a safe direction, press in the top of the bolt catch. This will release the bolt and
carrier and move a round into chamber. The rifle is now loaded with a round in the chamber and the
hammer cocked.

To Unload The Rifle
•
•
•

Set selector to “SAFE” position.
Press magazine catch button and remove magazine.
Pull charging handle to rear and push in lower portion of bolt catch. If a round had been in the chamber it
should have been ejected. Visually check the chamber to ensure that it is empty. If las round in magazine
had been fired and if the magazine was in place, bolt and carrier should already be held to the rear.
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Firing

Always wear ear and eye protection when firing your weapon.
Load firearm as previously described.
Grasp firearm with one hand on hand guard and other hand on pistol grip with trigger finger resting
alongside of trigger guard. Raise firearm and pull buttstock firmly into shoulder.
Aim by aligning target with front and rear sights.
Move selector lever to “Fire”.
Keeping steady aim, place trigger finger on trigger and squeeze gently until trigger releases hammer. Do
not jerk the trigger as you will disturb your aim and ruin your accuracy. To fire the next round and
subsequent rounds, release the trigger and squeeze it again after every shot until you are finished or the
magazine is emptied.
This is a semi-automatic firearm and is immediately loaded and ready to fire after each shot until the
magazine is empty.
When finished firing, release trigger, remove finger, and set selector lever to “SAFE”. If you have fired the
last round from magazine, the and carrier will be held to the rear so that you can quickly reload by
replacing the magazine or the chamber can be checked to insure it is empty.

Never load a cartridge into the chamber until you are ready to fire the rifle. Do NOT
disengage the safety until the rifle is pointed in a safe direction and you are ready to
fire.

ADAMS ARMS

OPERATIONS MANUAL
Field Strip Disassembly

• Unload and clear the rifle per page 20.

• Ensure the bolt carrier group is forward and the fire control selector is placed on SAFE.
• Press the takedown pin from left to right until it stops (It is held into the lower receiver
by a detent and will not pull free from the receiver).

•
•
•
•
•

Press the pivot pin (front pin) from left to right until it stops at the detent.
Separate the upper receiver from the lower receiver.
Grasp the charging handle and pull it rearward until it stops.
Remove the bolt carrier group from the rear opening of the upper receiver.
Align the tabs of the charging handle and lift it from the receiver.
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Bolt Carrier Group

The Bolt Carrier guides the bolt and controls locking and unlocking by means of the cam pin. The bolt carrier also
incorporates an integral contact surface for the drive rod. The bolt carrier is responsible for cocking the hammer.
The bolt houses the firing pin, the extractor, the ejector, and bolt spring. It incorporates locking lugs that lock the bolt into
the barrel extension. The cam pin passes into the bolt which allows for locking and unlocking, and is retained in the bolt by
the firing pin.
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Disassembly of Bolt Carrier Group

• Remove the firing pin retaining pin from the left side of the bolt carrier. A small punch
might be needed for this procedure.
• Tilt the bolt carrier upward and catch the firing pin as it slides out of the rear of the bolt.
• Rotate the bolt cam pin ¼ turn and lift it straight up out of the bolt carrier.
• Pull the bolt out from the front of the bolt carrier.
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Extractor Removal

• Apply slight pressure to the rear of the extractor with the thumb.
• Using a punch, or the tip of the firing pin, push out the extractor pin. from either side.
• Remove the extractor from the bolt.

BOLT WITH EXTRACTOR REMOVED
NOTE: Only separate the extractor spring from the extractor when
replacement is necessary
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Removal of Buffer and Buffer Spring

REMOVAL OF THE RECOIL BUFFER AND SPRING IS EASIER IF THE HAMMER IS IN THE
COCKED POSITION AND THE FIRE CONTROL SELECTOR IS ROTATED TO THE SAFE
POSITION. ALWAYS WEAR SAFETY GLASSES WHEN HANDLING PARTS UNDER SPRING
TENSION.
• Depress buffer retaining plunger while maintaining control the buffer as you allow
it to move forward from the receiver extension tube.

Depress buffer retainer, hold buffer with
Thumb

BUFFER AND RECOIL SPRING REMOVAL

• Guide the buffer and action spring from the receiver extension.
• Use a clockwise twisting motion to separate the action spring from the recoil buffer.
DO NOT pull straight back on the action spring as any stretching will affect the function of
the spring.
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Cleaning/Maintaining the Piston System

• It is recommended to use CLP or another oil of similar consistency for lubrication purposes.
• First remove the upper receiver from the lower receiver by pushing the takedown pins out of
battery. This will allow you to further disassemble the individual parts of the AR for cleaning
and maintenance.
• The piston system keeps the hot burning gases from entering the receiver. This means the
normal time and energy exerted on cleaning you AR15/M16 will be drastically reduced. To clean
most parts of our system you will simply wipe them off with a dry, clean towel.
• The areas of the system that see the most dirt is the back of the gas block, the back of the plug,
and the drive rod sleeve. These parts may require some scrubbing with a nylon cleaning brush
or old toothbrush and some cleaning solvent.
• To access the drive rod for cleaning, simply press the detent button and turn the gas plug knob
to the 9 o’clock position. Then remove the drive rod and gas plug. Wipe the outside off with a
dry, clean towel and spot clean with your choice of solvent and a nylon brush as needed.
• If you find an area that has a heavy build-up of carbon which will not come off with solvent, use
a knife, pick, or some type of scraping tool to remove the heavy spots. Due to our meloniting
process, the parts are virtually scratch proof and shouldn’t show any wear.
• Once cleaned, replace the drive rod and plug, and continue shooting. Oiling the piston system is
only necessary on certain parts. Apply only a very thin coat over the moving parts (IE bold
carrier and drive rod). It is recommended to clean the piston system parts every 3000 rounds
or sooner as desired.
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General Firearm Maintenance

• The barrel, flash hider, lower, and other AR parts should be cleaned like a standard AR. Break in the barrel
using your preferred break-in method. Normal cleanings should be done with a brass brush and your choice
of solvent. Once scrubbed with a brass brush, remove soiled solvent and dirt with either a bore mop or some
dry, cleaning patches. Wipe all the soiled solvent and loose particles off with a dry, clean towel. It is
recommended to clean the barrel at least once every 500 rounds and remaining parts as needed.
• The remaining parts of the upper should come clean with a nylon cleaning brush and your choice of solvent.
Disassemble the bolt carrier group as shown in this owner’s manual. Clean with a nylon brush and solvent,
wipe dry, and apply one drop of lubrication to the outside of the bolt before re-assembling the bolt carrier
group. The lower receiver should also be cleaned and lubed regularly. With the upper receiver, off of the
lower clean the hammer and trigger assembly using a nylon brush and solvent. Wipe soiled solvent and
loose material from the action and apply a drop of lubrication to the moving parts.
• Once cleaned, re-attach the complete upper to the lower, lock the action back and make sure the selector
switch is in the safe position. Do this to ensure that the firearm is unloaded, then store the firearm with the
action closed, the selector switch in the safe position and the dust cover closed until you are ready to fire
again.
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Transportation and Storage

When transporting your firearm to and from shooting activities, keep it unloaded for your
safety and for the safety of others. When storing your firearm, keep it separated from
ammunition, under lock and key if possible, and out of the reach of children and other
inexperienced or unauthorized persons.

CAUTION

STORAGE

Never place or store any firearm in such a manner that it may be dislodged. Firearms
should always be stored securely and unloaded, away from children and other
unauthorized users. Use the locking device originally supplied with this firearm for
storage. The use of a locking device or safety lock is only one aspect of responsible
firearms storage. For increased safety, firearms should be stored unloaded and locked in
a location that is both separate from their ammunition and inaccessible to children and
any other unauthorized person.
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Adams Arms Lifetime Warranty

• Adams Arms, the manufacturer of the firearm, provides a Life Time Warranty on the
operating system contained in the firearm provided you have not modified any of the
operating system parts or used them for anything other than their intended usage. The
parts that may be covered by Adams Arms Life Time Warranty are the; Piston Plug, Piston
Plug Detent Button, Piston Block, Piston Drive Rod, Drive Rod Spring, and Bolt Carrier.
Any operating system warranty claims must be processed through the Distributor.
• Exclusions: This Limited Warranty will be void if the firearm has been subject to misuse,
abuse, negligence, alteration, accident, freight damage or tampering, or if the firearm
has been damaged by failure to provide reasonable and necessary maintenance, or
improper or incorrect repair performed by any person other than a representative of
the Distributor or person authorized by the Distributor. This Limited Warranty does not
apply to normal wear and tear of any parts, including metal, wood, plastic, rubber, other
materials, the surface finish, or matching of pieces. It is your responsibility to inspect the
firearm prior to purchase to ensure that it is free from defects or damage. The
Distributor reserves the right to inspect, examine and/or test the firearm to assess any
claim made under this Limited Warranty. The Distributor will make the final
determination with regards to any claims made under the Limited Warranty. No
modifications of this Limited Warranty shall be valid or binding on the Distributor unless
in writing and approved by the Distributor’s Customer Service Department.
• Service: In the event you have a Limited Warranty claim, you must contact the
Distributor’s firearm service department prior to returning the complete, unloaded
firearm, and provide your name, address, telephone number, full details of the defect or
malfunction, and the date of purchase. You are responsible for all costs or shipping and
returning the firearm to the Distributor. No C.O.D. shipments will be accepted. You must
provide the Distributor with a copy of the sales receipt or satisfactory proof of date of
original purchase.
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Limitation of Damages: THE DISTRIBUTOR ASSUMES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR, AND IS NOT LIABLE FOR ANY INDIRECT,
INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OF THE FIREARM OR FIREARM MALFUNCTION,
OR FOR PHYSICAL INJURY OR PROPERTY DAMAGE RESULTING IN WHOLE OR IN PART FROM USE OF THE PRODUCT.
IMPROPER OR CARELESS HANDLING, UNAUTHORIZED MODIFICATIONS, USE OF DEFECTIVE, NONSTANDARD, REMANUFACTURED OR IMPROPERLY LOADED AMMUNITION, CUSTOMER ABUSE OR NEGLECT OF THE FIREARM, FAILURE TO PROPERLY
MAINTAIN THE FIREARM, OR EXCESSIVE USE OR OTHER INFLUENCES BEYOND THE DISTRIBUTOR’S DIRECT AND IMMEDIATE
CONTROL. THE DISTRIBUTOR IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR LOSS OF USE, LOSS OF BUSINESS PROFITS, OR OTHER ECONOMIC
LOSS RELATING TO THE USE OF OR INABILITY TO USE THE FIREARM, OR ANY COST OR EXPENSE OF PROVIDING SUBSTITUTE
EQUIPMENT OR SERVICE. DURING PERIODS OF MALFUNCTION OR NON-USE PENDING COMPLETION OF REPLACEMENT OR
REPAIRS UNDER THIS LIMITED WARRANTY. THE DISTRIBUTOR MAKES NO OTHER EXPRESS WARRANTY EXCEPT AS SET
FOURTH IN THIS LIMITED WARRANTY, AND ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES ARE SPECIFICALLY LIMITED TO THE DURATION OF
THIS LIMITED WARRANTY, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND THE WARRANTY OF NON-INFRINGEMENT OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS.
Rights Under State Law:
The Limited Warranty gives only the original retail purchaser specific legal rights, and you may also have other rights
which vary from state to state. Some states do not allow the exclusion or limitation of incidental or consequential
damages, so the above limitation or exclusion may not apply to you. Some states do not allow limitations on how long
an implied warranty lasts, so the above limitation may not apply to you.
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